
Get to know Dr. William Rassman. 

Dr. William Rassman was educated in medicine and surgery at the Medical College of Virginia, the 

University of Minnesota, and Cornell and Dartmouth Medical Centers. He did a cardiovascular 

fellowship with Dr. C.W. Lillehei, the man who invented modern heart surgery. He served in the U.S. 

Army, reaching the rank of Major and served as a war surgeon in the Republic of Vietnam. He 

volunteered to work at Vietnamese hospitals in a teaching capacity and as a surgeon. The 

American Board of Surgery certified Dr. Rassman in 1976. 

In 1992, Dr. Rassman founded NHI Medical and quickly became a world leader in hair transplant 

technology, enabling surgeons to perform hair transplants with large numbers of very small grafts 

in single surgeries that looked totally natural for the very first time ever. He presented his 

breakthroughs at medical meetings around the world and published them in medical journals and 

in textbooks. He developed a strong stance on the ethics as he condemned doctors using sales 

tactics. Dr. Rassman pioneered the large session hair transplants as he was the first to perform 

2000, 3000, and 4000 grafts in single session. The Follicular Unit Transplant (1995) and The 

Follicular Unit Extraction technology (2002) was pioneered by him. 

He is a professional inventor and holds more than 4 dozen patents which defined new ground in 

various fields (e.g., medical devices, biotechnology, computer software, and more). He 

commercialized the Intra-aortic Balloon pump. This device is now used as the standard heart assist 

pump in every coronary care unit in the world, saving tens of thousands of lives every year. It 

opened a multibillion-dollar business in heart assist technology. He has developed medical devices 

for the cardiac field, the biotechnology field and the hair transplant field. He worked on a new 

heart valve which eventually came to market. He has also received two software patents for 

complex scheduling systems and an approach for displaying complex data in databases. 

Over the past 24 years, his curiosity led him to develop and patent surgical tools for hair 

transplantation (23 patents) and the use of a robot for hair transplantation (now the commercial 

ARTAS System). He presents scientific papers before national and international societies on a yearly 

basis and he wrote chapters in textbooks in the fields of cardiology and hair restoration. He is the 

primary author of Hair Loss and Replacement for Dummies. 

He has been recognized for contributions nationally and internationally in various fields. In 2003, 

Dr. Rassman received the most prestigious award in the field of hair replacement, the Golden 

Follicle Award which reflected his status as the most outstanding hair transplant surgeon 

worldwide by the International Society for Hair Transplant Surgeons that year. He has received 

lifetime achievement awards by the South American and European hair restoration societies in 

2019. 

Dr. Rassman loves solving problems of any type and continues to pioneer new tools and 

techniques in both his hair restoration practice, in his biotechnology company and in the field of 

Scalp Micropigmentation. His innovation pioneering the Follicular Unit Excision (FUE) has become 



the standard of care for hair transplantation world-wide today and he has been called the Father of 

FUE in the newest textbooks published in 2022.  

William Rassman, M.D. 

 

Education 

 

Undergraduate Long Island University, Bachelor of Science: 1962 
Major: Biology; Minor: Chemistry 

Graduate Medical College of Virginia, Doctor of Medicine: 1962-1966 

Internship University of Minnesota (Surgery) 1966-1967 

Fellowship Cardiovascular Surgery under C.W. Lillehei, M.D. 
Cornell Medical Center 1967-1969 

Residency Cornell Medical Center 1967-1969 
- 1-year orthopedic surgery/1 year cardiac surgery 
Dartmouth Medical Center 1971-1973 
- General and vascular surgery 

 

Credentials 

 

Certifying Boards National Board of Medical Examiners: 1967 
American Board of Surgery: 1976 
SPEC Certification Examination: 1991 

Medical Licenses California, Florida, New York, Hawaii, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
Illinois, Nevada, Georgia, North Carolina, Washington, 
Colorado, Maryland, New Jersey 

1991 – Present 
President/Founder 

New Hair Institute Medical Group, A Professional Corporation 
(NHI) 
Nationwide clinics specializing in Follicular Unit Hair 
Transplantation. 

2001 – Founder 
President/Founder 

Maven Technologies (A Biotechnology Company) 
Maven is developing a technology platform for label-free, real 
time measurement of molecular interactions on high density 
biochips. 

2001 – 2003 
President/Founder 

RW2 Medical Group, A Professional Corporation 
Management of physicians interpreting diagnostic 
Musculoskeletal Ultrasound and Nerve Conduction Velocity 



exams. 

1991 – Present 
Founder 

Heart Check America, Inc. 
One of two founding partners. Supplies CAT scans for heart 
and body diagnostic services. Offices nationwide. 

1984 – Present: 
CEO 

IntelliMED Corporation 
Software development for surgical resource scheduling & 
operations management. Raised capital for business 
development and strategic planning. U.S. Patent 4,937,743: 
Method and System for Scheduling, Monitoring and 
Dynamically Managing Resources. 

1988 – 1990 
President 

Bosley Medical Group 
Structure controlled growth for multi-million dollar surgical 
business. Responsible for national marketing and advertising. 

1979-1983 Group Practice of Surgery 
Staff surgeon and business advisor for Hilo Medical Group. 

1973-1979 Multi-Specialty Surgery Group Practice 
Founder of Northeast Kingdom Surgical Associates. 
Managing partner for multi-specialty surgical group. 
Named one of the Best Run Practices in New England (State 
Medical Society Study). 

1969-1971 United States Army 
Republic of Vietnam 1970 – 1971 (Orthopedic Surgery) 
Ireland Army Hospital 1969 – 1970 (Orthopedic Surgery) 

 

 

Software  

Professional Consultant Computers and Software Activities 1982-1990 

International Business Machines 

● Clinical & Hospital Information Systems, Strategic Planning 

● Presented seminars for IBM management: 

● Opportunities in Hospital Information Systems Industry 

● Physicians, What They Want & What They Need 

● What the Information System Must Do In the 1990's 

Hospital Corporation of America 

● Participated in analysis and design of quality assurance program for physicians. 



Control Data Corporation 

● Studied artificial intelligence at LDS Hospital. 

● Analyzed hospital information systems at LDS Hospital for Control Data 

Corporation (CDC). 

● Developed strategy for CDC: Involvement Hospital Information Systems. 

● Assisted in sale of subsidiary Life Extension Institute, Inc. for CDC 

E.I. Dupont 

● Advisor, strategic planning for computers in education. 

● External participant in think tank & creativity program. 

Innovations and Contributions 

1. 1966-1969: DESIGN OF HEART VALVES. Contributed to the development & 

design of numerous heart valves. 

2. 1966-1968: INTRA-AORTIC BALLOON PUMP & BALLOON TECHNOLOGY. 

First clinical unit tested in 1967, marketed in 1969 by Datascope Corporation. 

Rassman developed, designed and tested all of the prototypes of pumps and 

balloon technologies.   

3. 1968: SAFETY CHAMBER FOR INTRA-AORTIC BALLOON. Presently a market 

standard for safety. 

4. 1968: PULSATILE ASSISTANCE DEVICE. Converted non-pulsatile heart/lung 

machine blood flow to pulsatile flow with minimal hemolysis. 

5. Pioneered a new type of heart surgery for heart failure caused by a dyskinetic 

wall of the heart ventricle.  

6. 1984-1990: DESIGN OF SOPHISTICATED COMMERCIAL POINT OF 

TRANSACTION CLINICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR SURGERY. Defined 

industry standard for bedside terminal interface in operating room. Addressed 

patient scheduling, clinical data recording, inventory control and automation 

procedures. Commercial product Surgiware installed at major medical centers. 

7. 1986-1990: DESIGN OF SOFTWARE SCHEDULING SYSTEM WITH 

APPLICATION IN REAL TIME. Basic resource and scheduling application. 

Patent 4,937,743: Method and System for Scheduling, Monitoring and 

Dynamically Managing Resources. 

United States Patents 

1. 11 patentable cardiac devices sold to Datascope Corporation, 1969 

2. U.S. Patent Issued for Artificial Heart Device 1966 

3. U.S. Patent 3,478,737 Heart Massager (November, 1969) 



 

Software Device Patents 

1. U.S. Patent 5,444,842. Method and apparatus for displaying and updating 

structured information (August, 1995) / [software patent] 

2. U.S. Patent 4,937,743 Method and system for scheduling, monitoring and 

dynamically managing resources (June, 1990) / [software patent] 

Hair Transplant or Medical / Diagnostic Devices Patented 

1. U.S. Patent 7,144,406. Hair Transplant Device (December, 2006) 

2. U.S. Patent 6,572,625. Hair Transplant Harvesting Device and Method for its Use 

(June, 2003) 

3. U.S. Patent 6,059,807. Device for Implanting Small Diameter Capillary Grafts 

(May, 2000) Assignee 

4. U.S. Patent 5,989,279. Hair Implantation Device (November, 1999) 

5. U.S. Patent 5,860,899. Back Manipulating Apparatus (January, 1999) 

6. U.S. Patent 5,817,120. Hair Implanting Instrument (October, 1998) 

7. U.S. Patent 5,782,851. Hair Transplantation System (July, 1998) 

8. U.S. Patent 5,584,841. Instrument for Implanting Hair Grafts (December, 1996) 

9. U.S. Patent 5,331,472. Method and Apparatus for Measuring Hair Density (July, 

1994) 

10. U.S. Patent 5,192,304. Apparatus for manipulating back muscles (March, 1993) 

11. U.S. Patent Pending 10/640,598. Method and Apparatus for Transplanting a Hair 

Graft 

12. U.S. Patent 10/752,263. Method and Apparatus for Transplanting a Hair Graft2 

13. U.S. Patent 11/462,102. Hair Extraction Device and Method for Its Use 

14. Scalp tensioner, US20040049206, 2002 

15. Hair transplant device, US#20060293703 App. - Filed Aug 28, 2006 - Published 

Dec 28, 2006 

16. Method and apparatus for transplanting a hair graft, US#8062322,  Filed 2003, 

Issued 2011 

17. Hair harvesting apparatus, US#20080177287, 2006 

18. Apparatus and method for mapping hair metric, US#8115807, file 2017, Issued 

2012 

19. Hair harvesting device and method with localized subsurface dermal, 

US8366723,  Filed 2008, Issued  

20. Apparatus and method for mapped hair metric. US#8941727, filed 2012, Issued 

2015 



21. Hair harvesting device and method with localized subsurface tumescence,  

US#9259236 Issued 2016 

22. Hair transplant procedure with a time delay between implant site, US9289286, 

Issued 2016 

23. Hair harvesting apparatus, US#9420866, Issued Aug 23, 2016 

24.  Hair transplant with time delay….. Issued 2018 #US9289286 

Awards 

● GOVERNORS AWARD, Vermont Council on World Affairs, 1976. 

● NATIONAL AWARD, Energy Innovation, Department of Energy, Washington, 

D.C. 1984.Presented by the Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 

● GOLDEN FOLLICLE AWARD, International Society for Hair Restoration 

Surgeons, 2004, The Most Prestigious Award in the field 

● LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, Latin America Hair Society for Hair 

Restoration, 2019 

● LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, European Hair Society for Hair Restoration, 

2019 

Presentations 

1. Total Circulatory Support by Intra-Aortic Cardiac Massage, American Society for 

Artificial Organs, April 1968. 

2. Total Circulatory Support by Intra-Aortic Cardiac Massage, American Association 

of Thoracic Surgery, April 1968. 

3. Cardiac Assist, American College of Cardiology, February 1968. 

4. Myocardial Revascularization, American Association of Thoracic Surgeons, April 

1969. 

5. A New Torodial Valve, American Society of Artificial Organs, April 1969. 

6. Counterpulsation & Coronary Blood Flow, New York Cardiovascular Society, 

October, 1969. 

7. A Mock Circulatory System, New York Cardiovascular Society, February 1993. 

8. Frost & Sullivan, Computers in Healthcare: Clinical Systems, May 1987. 

9. Frost & Sullivan, Computers in Healthcare: Physicians & Computers, October 

1989. 

10. Total Hair Restoration in 30 days: A Case Study, The Cosmetic Society, 

February 1993. 

11. The Art & Science of Minigrafting in l000+ Grafts Sessions, International Society 

for Hair and Scalp Surgery, April 1993. 

12. International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery: 1st Annual Meeting, Dallas, 

Texas 1993. 



13. Mega-transplantation: A Study and Presentation of Three Cases, The Cosmetic 

Society, February 1994. 

14. Minigrafting in Extensive Quantities: The Ideal Hair Restoration Procedure, 

International Society for Hair and Scalp Surgery, April 1993. 

15. Hair Transplantation Between Identical Twins: A Case Study With a Complete 

Restoration in One Session, International Society for Hair and Scalp Surgery, 

September 1994. 

16. International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 2nd Annual Meeting, Ontario, 

Canada, 1994. 

17. International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 3rd Annual Meeting, Las 

Vegas, Nevada 1995. 

18. Follicular Transplantation, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 4th 

Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee, 1996. 

19. The Art of Follicular Transplantation, International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 5th Annual Meeting, Barcelona, Spain, 1997. 

20. Which is Best? Total Micrografting, Follicular Unit Transplantation, or Blend 

Grafting, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 5th Annual Meeting, 

Barcelona, Spain, 1997. 

21. Standard Grafts: Is there a place? International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 6th Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 1998. 

22. Dissecting Microscope vs. Magnifying Loops with Transillumination in the 

Preparation of Follicular Unit Grafts: A Bilateral Controlled Study, International 

Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 6th Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 

1998. 

23. Classification and Description of Follicular Unit Transplantation and Mini-

Micrografting Techniques, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 6th 

Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 1998. 

24. Rassman Carousel, World Hair Society: 5th Annual Live Surgery Workshop, 

Orlando, Florida, 1998. 

25. Update on the Rapid Fire Carousel, 2nd Annual Global Convocation of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, American Academy of Facial, Plastic and Reconstructive 

Surgery, Rancho Mirage, California, spring 1999. 

26. Live Workshop: 2nd Annual Live Workshop and Congress, European Society of 

Hair Restoration Surgery, Paris, France, spring 1999. 

27. Hair Transplantation 2000, Merck Committee Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, spring 

2000. 

28. The Future of Hair Replacement, International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 8th Annual Meeting, Waikoloa, Hawaii, winter 2000. 

29. Doctors and Their Patients, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 8th 

Annual Meeting, Waikoloa, Hawaii, winter 2000. 



30. Physician Workshop: Automation in Hair Transplantation Surgery, International 

Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 10th Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, fall 

2002 

31. Crossfire: Direct Follicular Unit Extraction, International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, 10th Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, fall 2002 

32. How I Manage Complications and Avoid Them: Insights From the Experts, 

International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 10th Annual Meeting, Chicago, 

Illinois, fall 2002 

33. Patients: Treatments and Results, International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 10th Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, fall 2002 

34. Video Surgical Theater: Direct Follicular Unit Extraction, International Society of 

Hair Restoration Surgery, 10th Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, fall 2002 

35. Follicular Unit Extraction. International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 11th 

Annual Meeting, New York City, New York, fall 2003 

36. Follicular Unit Extraction: An Update, International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 11th Annual Meeting, New York City, New York, fall 2003 

37. Follicular Unit Extraction Panel, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 

11th Annual Meeting, New York City, New York, fall 2003 

38. Follicular Unit Transplantation and Extraction, International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, 11th Annual Meeting, New York City, New York, fall 2003 

39. Follicular Unit Recovery Panel, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 

12th Annual Meeting, Vancouver, B.C., summer 2004 

40. Donor Harvesting and Wound Closure, International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 12th Annual Meeting, Vancouver, B.C., summer 2004 

41. Follicular Unit Extraction II, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 

12th Annual Meeting, Vancouver, B.C., summer 2004 

42. Hair Transplantation Automation, Instrumentation, and New Devices, 

International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 12th Annual Meeting, 

Vancouver, B.C., summer 2004 

43. Evaluation, Harvesting, and Closure of the Donor Area: Different Approaches, 

International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 12th Annual Meeting, 

Vancouver, B.C., summer 2004 

44. Follicular Isolation Technique and Follicular Unit Extraction, International Society 

of Hair Restoration Surgery, 12th Annual Meeting, Vancouver, B.C., summer 

2004 

45. The Difficult Patient: How to Work with Less and Make it Look Like More, 

International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 12th Annual Meeting, 

Vancouver, B.C., summer 2004 

46. Theory and Practice of Follicular Unit Transplantation, International Society of 

Hair Restoration Surgery, 13th Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 



47. Graft Preparation FUE, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 13th 

Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 

48. Graft Insertion Techniques-Devices, International Society of Hair Restoration 

Surgery, 13th Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 

49. Repair Considerations, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 13th 

Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 

50. FIT, FUE, FUT, MUG Panel, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 

13th Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 

51. Conflict Resolution Panel, International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 13th 

Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 

52. Follicular Unit Extraction: The Internet Fever, International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, 13th Annual Meeting, Sydney, Australia, summer 2005 

53. History and Overview of FUE/FOX Method International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, Regional Workshop, spring 2006 

54. Live Surgery Observation and Practical Hands-On International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, Regional Workshop, spring 2006 

55. Patient Selection International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, Regional 

Workshop, spring 2006 

56. Hair Transplantation in Special Situations Panel International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, 14th Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, fall 2006 

57. Alternative Harvesting Techniques Panel International Society of Hair 

Restoration Surgery, 14th Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, fall 2006 

58. FUE Update Workshop Faculty International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 

14th Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, fall 2006 

59. Psychology of Hair Loss International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, 14th 

Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, fall 2006 

60. CME Course Scalp Micropigmentation: International Society for Hair Restoration 

Surgeons annual meeting 2016 

61. Key Note Speech: Entrepreneurship in Medicine, ISHRS, Los Angeles, Key Note 

Speaker at Conference, 2018 

62. Hairvolution- A New Way to Automate Graft Handling, ISHRS meeting, October 

2020 

63. Key Note Speech: Dermatology, Cosmetology conference, London, Virtual 

Conference, June 2020 

Books 

1. Rassman WR, The Patient’s Guide to Hair Restoration, 1, 2, 3, 4th Ed. Los 

Angeles, A New Hair Institute Publication, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996 

2. Rassman WR, Bernstein RM: The Patient’s Guide to Hair Restoration, 5th Ed. 

Los Angeles, A New Hair Institute Publication, 1998. 



3. Rassman WR, Bernstein RM: The Patient’s Guide to Hair Restoration, 6th Ed. 

Los Angeles, A New Hair Institute Publication, 2001. 

4. Rassman WR, Bernstein RM with Pak JP and Schweiger ES: Hair Loss & 

Replacement for DUMMIES, John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 2011 

Editor for Medical Journals (more than a Dozen articles reviewed though July 2022) 

1. Cosmetics 

2. Dermatologic Surgery   

3. Other journals 

Textbook Chapters on Hair Transplantation 

1. Bernstein RM, Rassman WR: Hair Transplantation. In: Gerson J, editor: Maladys 

Standard Textbook for Professional Estheticians, 8th Ed. New York, Delmar 

Publishers, 1999. 

2. Rassman WR, Bernstein RM. The Automation of Hair Transplantation: Past, 

Present, and Future. In: Harahap M, ed. Innovative Techniques in Skin Surgery. 

New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 2002: 489-502. 

3. Bernstein RM, Rassman WR: The Rational for Follicular Unit Transplantation. In: 

Unger WP, editor: Hair Transplantation, 4th ed. 4 New York: Marcel Dekker, Inc., 

2004: 388-406. 

4. Bernstein RM, Rassman WR: Techniques for Limiting the Amount of Epinephrine 

in Large Hair Restoration Surgeries. In: Unger WP, editor: Hair Transplantation, 

4th Ed. New York: Marcel Dekker, Inc., 2004:245-250. 

5. Bernstein RM, Rassman WR: The Rational for Follicular Unit Transplantation. In: 

Unger WP, editor: Hair Transplantation, 4th ed. 4 New York: Marcel Dekker, Inc., 

2004: 388-406. 

6. Bernstein RM, Rassman WR: Techniques for Limiting the Amount of Epinephrine 

in Large Hair Restoration Surgeries. In: Unger WP, editor: Hair Transplantation, 

4th Ed. New York: Marcel Dekker, Inc., 2004:245-250. 

7. Bernstein RM, Rassman, WR. Follicular Unit Transplantation. In Stough-Haber 

(accepted for publication) 

8. Rassman WR, Harris J, Bernstein RM. Follicular Unit Extraction. In Stough-

Haber (accepted for publication) 

9. Hair Transplant 360, Follicular Unit Excision (FUE), Samuel M Lam, Kenneth L 

Williams, Forward by Rassman and Chapter in Textbook, 2022 

10. Practical Guide to Hair Transplantation, Robert H True, Snil H Garg, Seema 

Garg, Forward by Rassman, Chapters in Textbook, 2021 
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